THE DOGTAG STORY

Whatever near or far-flung places travellers are jetting off to this summer, Dogtag Insurance is warning against the risk of embarking on a trip without adequate insurance and, more importantly, proof of cover.
First hand knowledge…
Dogtag’s co-founder, Dave Rice, knows first hand just how important it is to be both fully insured and able to prove it, following a big skiing accident in France several years ago.

After being taken down the mountain and rushed to hospital, semi-conscious Dave was examined by a doctor who decided he needed a brain scan. However, before he would proceed, the doctor insisted on having Dave’s insurance details, which were unfortunately somewhere in his holiday apartment.

His wife was forced to make a two hour round trip to get the relevant documents. To begin with she had difficulty actually finding the flimsy paper document provided by their insurer. In the meantime, Dave’s condition was not improving.

Fortunately, he was lucky and recovered fully from his ordeal. While reflecting on the accident several months later with skiing friend and business partner, Mike Welby, the idea of an insurance product that could prevent others from finding themselves in a similar position was born and the easily portable Dogtag was created.

Dave said: “Potentially, my accident could easily have been a life-threatening situation for me had I not been able to get my insurance documents in time.
“Based on this experience, I suddenly realised just how important it was to have proof of insurance with you at all times, which is why we came up with the idea of the Dogtag.”
Practical solution…
The aim of Dogtag Insurance is to provide a practical and functional insurance product. This comes in the form of a personalised stainless steel Dogtag, which is the key to getting emergency assistance virtually anywhere in the world.

In the event of illness or an accident, the Dogtag provides a link to a medical rescue company plus a range of vital on-line information about the traveller. Immediate proof that they are covered, enabling treatment to commence. 
[image: ]Dave and Mike quickly set the wheels in motion, discussing their new innovative idea with various doctors, paramedics and ski patrollers from around the world and launched the system in 2001. Since then, tens of thousands of action-minded travellers have chosen Dogtag to be their first layer of protection and many have been rescued because of it.

Dave added: “Based on our initial research, it became worryingly clear that in many parts of the world travellers either get no treatment or basic first aid if they are unable to prove they have the means to pay for treatment, unlike the UK where the emergency services act first and ask questions later.”
Market research…
Dave and Mike also carried out a questionnaire across a wide selection of travellers to determine whether they could put their hands on proof of their insurance in an emergency situation and a shocking 90% said they couldn’t.

Dave continued: “Regardless of whether you enjoy a relaxing beach holiday or an action packed diving experience, accidents can happen anywhere at anytime and you never know when you might just need to prove you are insured.”

Annual multi-trip Dogtag policies start from just £53.85.
www.dogtag.co.uk
Notes For Editors

Established in 2001, Dogtag is the automatic choice for action-minded travellers whether they are skiers, boarders, divers, sailors, or adventure travellers. Covering hundreds of sports, it offers great value annual multi-trip, single trip and gap year products all with options to choose the level of sport cover and policy limits required.
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